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‘YOU SAY DOKDO, | SAY TAKESHIMA ...
LET'S CALL THE WHOLE THING OFF"
Takashi Yokota's article (Sept. 10) could
not be more dmely. Even by the unique
standards of the unlathomable love-hate
rclationship between Japan and South
Korea, the recent tit for tat over the islets
in the East Sea is simply unprecedented.
One critical plece that’s missing. how
ever, is 4 sense of neutralily. The arlicle
reads almost like a summary of Tokyo's
official position. How South Korea came
in possession of the islets in 1952, ac
cording 1o Yokota, and Lpan came in
possession of the slets in 1905 only re
lecl the hipanese version of the facts.
There is no question that Japan's posi
lion deserves Tull attention. But so does
South Korea's.

kaernin Lo

Professor of Law

[Manyang University

Seoul, Sourth Korea

‘CAN'T LIVE WITH HIM, CAN'T LIVE
WITHOUT HIM®

Contrary to whal Peter L Boyer writes,
President Obama has governed as a cen
trist. Mt the beginning ol his term, the
president placed more emphasis on cut
ting the deficit than creating jobs. His
stimulus puckage was oo small. His
health-care reform with its mandate re
quirerment was comprised of mostly Re-
publican tdeas. A truc liberal would have
progosed 2 single-paver system or at least
a public option. President Obama was
even willing to cut entitlements as part of
a grand hargain with House Speaker Johin
Bochner. If the president is reekected, |
hope he will govern more like a true lib-
cral and abandon his centrist sgenda.
Reha Shimansky

New York, New Yord

'WHAT DOES ANNA WANT NEXT?"

Robin Givian's article invokes @ oom
ment by Christopher Meyer, the former
British ambassador to Washington, (o jus
tify ambassadorial appointments for suc
cessful campaign bundlers such as Anna
Wintour. Being an ambassador, acconding
to Meyer, does not require foreign-policy
expertise, as there is a stalT that can lend
a hand. Instead. he says, one needs a
“knack for creating 3 network ol infla
ence. You need a quick mind, hard head.
strong, stomach, warm smile, amxd a cool
cye.” We agree that these qualitics are fm-
portant, but an ambassador’s diplomalic
skills must be honed to understand the
sensitivities, politics, and culture of the
host country as well as the policy issues
refevant to bilateral relations.

Susan R. Johnson

President

American Foreign Servioe Association

Washington, D.C.

'GOP GRAND ILLUSIONS"

Simon Scharma's article hit the nail on the
head. The Republicans like to remember
a lictional history consisting of what they
wish had happened. How quickly they
forget that the recent economic mele-
down was caused by the lack of regula
tion of the financial tndustry and the
housing bubble, which stemmed [rom
unscrupulous lending practices. We have
a distinel choice in Novernber.

Ronmaid L. Hanson

Rayettewilie, Arfcinsas

No matler what people like Simon
Schama say or do, the facl remains that
the GOP convention stated a bitter truth
to millions in America and arcund the
world. Obama is a huge fatlure.

Aty Adeger

Karu, Nigeria

"CULT OF MAC"

One year after the passing of Steve Jobs,

the Apple cult is back. With Samsung
licking 1ts wounds and Nokia turning in
circles, Apple is clearly still the world™s

lcading iDol.
Elijah Chui
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LETTER OF THE WEEK

“The City: San Diego’

San Diegans and the
majority of the 31 million
people who visit our city
cach vear would happily
and vigorously refute the
lion’s share of what Rae
Armantrout has writlen.
San Diego affords us the
ability to do almosL
anything, any time of the
vear. Unlike almost any
other city in the world, we
have unlimited opportuni
ties to embrace life and
what it has to offer, which
is why so many have come
{0 recognize San Diego as
“La Cludad de Vida.”
Creorge Mullen

San Diego, California




